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New Chapter for Woodside Eventing 
The Horse Park at Woodside Welcomes New Course Designer 

Woodside, CA - December 4, 2014 -  Del Mar Eventing announced today the appointment 

of Olympian Ian Stark, Selkirk, Scotland, as the new cross country course designer for the pres-

tigious Event at Woodside. Stark, an international course designer and former top-level rider, will 

take over from current designer, Derek di Grazia, Carmel Valley, CA, in early 2015. 

Del Mar Eventing President and Event Director for Woodside Eventing, Robert Keller-

house, welcomed "the Flying Scotsman" to the Woodside team. "This is really exciting for the 

Horse Park and for all of the West Coast eventers," said Kellerhouse. "Ian brings a lot of experi-



ence and knowledge of the sport internationally. Riders love his courses. The search process was 

thorough, and really looked at how the (competition) dates at Woodside fit into the calendar and 

prepare riders for destination events like Rebecca Farm and Galway Downs." 

The first of the new courses will be unveiled in May 2015, at The Spring Event at Wood-

side, featuring the unique $15,000 Preliminary Challenge. In addition, a significant fundraising 

campaign is underway for a substantial rebuild of the upper level courses used for the autumn 

highlight competition, The Woodside International, held the first weekend in October. 
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"Ian is extremely qualified to really take Woodside to the next level," said Kellerhouse, ref-

erencing Stark's four Olympic silver medals, and multiple individual and team championships, 

spanning more than 30 years of international level competition. Stark has also recently been 

named as the course designer for 2015 European Championships, to be held at Blair Castle, Scot-

land, in September. "This is great for Woodside, great for the Horse Park and great for the sport 

of Eventing," exclaimed Kellerhouse. "The sport here is growing, we have more riders compet-

ing at the upper levels. This is such a key event in the calendar." 



Kellerhouse continued, "There is no question that we would not be here without the ten 

years of work that Derek di Grazia invested in Woodside. We knew that after ten years, and with 

Derek's very busy schedule, we were in for a change. Everyone was onboard for this decision, 

and I think it the right one." 

The 272-acre Horse Park at Woodside is located on the border of Woodside and Menlo 

Park, California, in the heart of Silicon Valley. The location, terrain, facilities and amenities 

make it an ever-popular venue for equestrian competitions. Horse Park Board of Governors' 

President Gayle Strickland explained, "The Horse Park, starting in 1981, had eventing as its 

foundation and polo as an early supporter. It has come such a long way. The Park has great 

topography that just can't be duplicated. It is really something special - and it's right in Silicon 

Valley." 

Strickland recognized the commitment of all of those involved in supporting the Park. "We 

have worked very hard to convince the community at large about the importance of this asset," 

she said. "I really want to thank Derek (di Grazia). We really appreciate the great job he has done 

over the last decade, and how far he has taken the Horse Park." 

"The Park continues to evolve," said Strickland. "We are proud to support all of our riders, 

from those with disabilities to our Olympians.  Ian will be a great addition, and help us continue 

to be a premier West Coast facility." 

For more information about The Horse Park at Woodside, go to www.horsepark.org. 

More information about The Event at Woodside is available at woodsideeventing.com. 
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