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Billys Leads the Way in the CIC3* at the 

Woodside International Horse Trials 
 

Woodside, Calif., Oct. 2, 2015 - Lauren Billys has only been riding her 
mount Castle Larchfield Purdy for a little more than a year, but she's 
made that year a productive one. At last year's Woodside 
International the pair won the CIC2*, and this year, with a lead going 
into the decisive cross-country phase, they look ready to take the blue 
ribbon in the CIC3*. 
  
Billys and Castle Larchfield Purdy took the lead in dressage, scoring 
53.1 penalties, ahead of James Alliston on Tivoli (53.7) and Mary 
Burke on Prince William (55.7). 
  
"Honestly, I'd been at a bit of a plateau with my dressage, and 
sometimes when you're trying to make something better you have to 
break down the good things to make them great. I've been doing that 
every day, and I feel like it's starting to come together with him. I was 
really pleased with today," said Billys, who lives in Carmel Valley, 
Calif. 
  
The show jumping would shake up the standings - Burke dropped a 
rail and received 7 time penalties - allowing Alliston's second horse, 
the veteran Parker, to slide into third with a double-clear round. 
Alliston and Tivoli added 4 time penalties, but it didn't affect the 
placings. Billys put in a picture-perfect, double-clear to solidify her 
lead. 
 
"I tried to be patient in my mind but forward in my riding--I tried to 
just see the jumps and not hesitate between fences. This has been the 
hardest phase for me. It's our first double-clear at advanced, so I'm 
really happy," said Billys. 
  
Alliston was circumspect about his time penalties on Tivoli. "I 
thought they both jumped really well. The drawback to going first is 
you don't know the speed, I went what I thought it should be, and it 



was a bit slow. I could have gone a bit more, but you just don't 
know," he said. 
  
Alliston and Billys are each based in the U.S., but represent foreign 
countries-Alliston is from Great Britain, and Billys represents Puerto 
Rico. Both are using this competition as preparation for a run at the 
Galway Downs CCI3* on Oct. 29-Nov. 1, but Billys has her eye on a 
longer game. 
  
"I'm trying to get enough points to qualify [as an individual] for the 
Olympics in 2016. If you get enough points to finish in the top 25 
percent of all riders from that region you have a chance to go," she 
said. 
  
Points from FEI divisions such as those offered at Woodside are the 
only points that count toward Olympic qualification. 
  
Alliston, Billys and their competitors will now turn their minds to Ian 
Stark's cross-country test tomorrow. 
  
"It's a forward, advanced-size track," said Billys. "But there are some 
technical questions, like the first water, that come really early. 
Having a horse that's super-keen to come out of the box, you have to 
think about that, but he uses the terrain well, and it's a super course." 
  
"He's a really good cross-country horse," Billys added about Castle 
Larchfield Purdy. "That's the whole reason I got him - he's a forward 
horse and he loves to jump. He squeals coming out of the box. So I'm 
looking forward to tomorrow. I just have to go out there and ride him 
well so we have a good prep for Galway." 
  
"I'll need to be awake tomorrow. It's definitely not soft," she added. 
  
In the CIC2*, the leader after two phases is Kelly Pugh, of Gilroy, 
Calif., on Corazon. She won the dressage with a 39.8, and then 
jumped a double-clear round to maintain her placing. 
  
"He was fantastic," Pugh said after her show jumping round. "He 
knows his job--I just have to stay out of his way. It's definitely a 
different ride than I have in warm-up, and that's a bit hard to get 
used to. The dressage is the same-the warm-up is a little mediocre 
but then he goes in and puts his game face on." 



 
This is only the pair's fourth show together; David and Candace 
Garrett bought him in England for Pugh to ride. He had competed at 
the intermediate level in England, and he has done one preliminary, a 
CCI1* and an intermediate horse trial here in the states with Pugh. 
He's won three of those four competitions, so she is excited about his 
future. 
  
"When I tried him I just kind of knew we were a pair. It's a great 
feeling," Pugh said of her fast-formed partnership. 
  
Pressing Pugh with equally flawless dressage and show jumping 
rounds is Amber Levine, of Santa Rosa, Calif., on Carry On, an 8-
year-old Dutch Warmblood. 
  
Levine brought "Cory" to Woodside to help him learn to cope with 
the demands of international competition. "We came for the 
atmosphere-he's still green on the flat, and we've trying to get it 
better, our goal for the weekend was to get in the 40s." 
  
"He's gotten loads better, and matured a lot this summer," Levine 
continued. "He loves the jumping and always thinks it's fun and 
entertaining, but he doesn't always take it real seriously. So, we've 
just been trying to get him to mature and take this whole process a 
little more seriously. He was super, by far the best dressage test and 
show jumping round he's ever done." 
  
Pugh and Levine are each looking forward to tackling Stark's course. 
  
"It looks good, but he loves those bounces," laughed Levine. "It's nice 
to come each time and see a different course." 
  
"Ian's done a great job," concurred Pugh. "It's definitely a proper two-
star course. The footing looks fantastic, and it asks all the right 
questions, I'm excited." 
  
In the CIC1*, the two leading riders also saw big improvements in 
their horses. 
  
"My horse has been a long project and finally figuring out, and he 
was awesome," said Ruth Bley, who leads the way on Silver Sage 
with a score of 42.7. "He's finally giving me the five minutes I've been 



asking for. He's gotten stronger, and he lets me put my leg on him, 
whereas before used to bleed out the front, and he waits for me now, 
listens more." 
  
Bley added just 1 time penalty in show jumping to her dressage 
score, but she kept her lead. "I made some mistakes, and he saved 
me," she admitted, adding a stride in a combination. Just behind Bley 
is Julie Flettner with Ping Pong. 
  
"I was really happy with her [in dressage]. Our test felt very obedient 
and very accurate," said Flettner. "I could have asked for a little more 
in my mediums, but my halts were better than usual." 
  
The CIC1* show jumping course rode with surprising difficulty, and 
Flettner admitted to feeling a few butterflies before she recorded her 
double-clear round. "I was pretty nervous watching a few before me--
the course was riding tough. But she's a very game horse, and I was 
riding her a bit more forward than usual. She was up for the 
challenge, and she really helped me out." 
  
The CIC divisions culminate with the cross-country phase on 
Saturday. The CIC3* horses will be on course from 2 p.m. to 2:40 
p.m., with the CIC1* and CIC2* divisions running earlier. 
 
CWD, Devoucoux and Equine Insurance of California are the 
Presenting Sponsors of the Woodside International Horse Trials. 
 
Sunsprite Warmbloods is the Gold Medal Sponsor. 
 
Silver Medal Sponsors are: JRD Saddles, Professional’s Choice, 
SmartPak and Voltaire Design. 
 
Bronze Medal Sponsors are: Auburn Laboratories, Elk Grove Milling, 
Finish Line Products, Geranium Street Floral, Ice Horse, Professional 
Riders Organization, Ride On Video and Shires Equestrian Products. 
 
Friend Sponsors are: American Medical Response, Eventing Training 
Online, Revitavet Therapeutic Systems, and Triple Crown Feed. 

 
For tickets, go to www.woodsideeventing.com.  
 



To learn more about the Event At Woodside, go to 
www.woodsideeventing.com. To learn more about eventing, visit the 
U.S. Eventing Association’s website (www.useventing.com). For 
Press Credentials, please contact the press officers. 


